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only too happy in the company of the Duke of Cumberland and his discredited Duchess, than whom none could have exposed the young prince to a greater variety of deplorable influences.
His public career started under far more favourable auspices, for it was Fox himself who encouraged George to give his support to the Whigs, but despite this splendid beginning the outcome was sadly disappointing, especially for the Whigs, for once George attained to power he showed himself as reactionary as his father, and his old friends were left grumbling in the wilderness. For this great betrayal the Whigs themselves were largely to blame, for it is always bad policy to encourage the heir to the throne to engage in politics, and sheer lunacy when he is so conspicuously lacking in political ability as was George.   However, they could draw comfort from the fact that as a supporter he would undoubtedly have proved a constant burden and deprived them of one of their most useful sticks with which to beat the Tories;   for nearly thirty years defending the eccentricities and coping with the debts of George Ill's high-spirited offspring were among the most difficult and constantly recurring of the Government's tasks.   Even when they were exceptionally able and intelligent, the Tory party could well have dispensed with the support ~of these worthies, and to Ernest, Duke of Cumberland, was due much of the antagonism which finally drove the party from office.
The factor which contributed more largely to George's unpopularity during his lifetime than any other was his 170